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The great thinkers of the Age of Reason and the 
Enlightenment were scientists. Not only did many of them 
contribute to mathematics, physics, and physiology, but all 
of them were avid theorists in the sciences of human 
nature. They were cognitive neuroscientists, who tried to 
explain thought and emotion in terms of physical 
mechanisms of the nervous system. They were 
evolutionary psychologists, who speculated on life in a 
state of nature and on animal instincts that are "infused 
into our bosoms." And they were social psychologists, who 
wrote of the moral sentiments that draw us together, the 
selfish passions that inflame us, and the foibles of 
shortsightedness that frustrate our best-laid plans. 
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he question of the place of science in knowledge, and in society, and in life, is not 
a scientific question. Science confers no special authority, it confers no authority 
at all, for the attempt to answer a nonscientific question. It is not for science to 
say whether science belongs in morality and politics and art. Those are philosophical 
matters, and science is not philosophy, even if philosophy has since its beginnings 
been receptive to science. Nor does science confer any license to ex1end its categories 
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The question of the place of science in knowledge, and in 
society, and in life, is not a scientific question. Science 
confers no special authority, it confers no authority at all, 
for the attempt to answer a nonscientific question. It is not 
for science to say whether science belongs in morality and 
politics and art. Those are philosophical matters, and 
science is not philosophy, even if philosophy has since its 
beginnings been receptive to science. Nor does science 
confer any license to extend its categories and its methods 
beyond its own realms, whose contours are of course a 
matter of debate. The credibility of physicists and 
biologists and economists on the subject of the meaning of 
life-what used to be called the ultimate verities, secularly 
or religiously constructed-cannot be owed to their work 
in physics and biology and economics, however 
distinguished it is. 
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STEVEN PINKER: 
In his commentary on my essay "Science is Not your Enemy," Leon Wieseltier writes, 
"It is not for science to say whether science belongs in morality and politics and art." I 
reply: It is not for Leon Wieseltier to say where science belongs. Good ideas can come 
from any source, and they must be evaluated on their cogency, not on the 
occupational clique of the people who originated them. Sign u p n ow to get 
your d ose of politics, , ,_. . , 
Leon Wieseltier 
Steven Pinker is correct: in the struggle to establish 
accurate and respectful relations between the sciences and 
the humanities, I am for a two-state solution. In this arena 
of tension, as in the other one, I believe that a one-state 
solution would involve the erasure of one of the realms, its 
distortion by, and subordination to, an authority that has 
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Let That Be Your Last Battlefield 
3rd Season, 15th Episode 
Star Trek, The Original Series 
january 10, 1969 
Science or Humanities? 
School of Arts and Sciences 
School of Arts and Sciences 
Science - The Study of Parts 
Art - The Study of Membership 
Science - How do parts connect? 
Art - Which parts should we connect? 
Scientist - Ability to see similarities in parts 
that appear Different 
Artist - Ability to see differences in parts 
that appear Similar 
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